
 

1 

March 2009    http://www.olphna.org  Volume 7, Issue 2  

Perpetual Motion 
Our Lady of Perpetual 

Help Parish exists to 

nurture a faith-filled 

Catholic community, 

which inspires and 

empowers all people 

to follow Jesus Christ. 

We will continue to 

òKeep our eyes fixed 

on Jesusó Hebrews 12:2 

by living the Gospel, 

celebrating meaningful 

worship, and calling 

one another to prayer, 

Christian service, and 

fellowship. 
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Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church 

In 1965, when 

my mother 

found herself 

unexpectedly 

widowed with 

four young chil-

dren under the 

age of fourteen, 

my family suf-

fered a difficult 

lifestyle change. One thing, however, 

didn't change for my siblings and me. 

Our family identity centered around our 

Catholic faith.  Our faith, together with 

our Catholic education, provided a stabi-

lizing influence in the otherwise unpre-

dictable circumstances of our youth.  

 

It wasn't easy, even then, for parents to 

provide a Catholic education for their 

children.  But the discipline and values it 

instilled were seen to be worth the sacri-

fice. Today the challenges remain.  In 

fact, they seem to have grown dispropor-

tionately larger with a weaker economy, 

more single parents, and higher costs of 

education.  The Kingdom Builders Pro-

gram began as an effort to reach out to 

families who desire a Catholic education 

for their children but lack the means to 

achieve it.  Here at OLPH, we believe 

that all children should have access to an 

exceptional education. 

 

Since 1950, OLPH has provided a quality 

Catholic education to thousands of young 

Catholic Education: Our Heritage & Our Legacy  
By Kathy Willis  

students.  Our rich heritage and consis-

tent commitment to excellence is evi-

denced by generations of distinguished 

alumni.  Presently, OLPH students rank 

in the top 95th percentile on ISTEP 

scores in the state of Indiana.  Looking 

toward the future, we hope to ensure a 

lasting legacy of success by implement-

ing a plan to provide every child with an 

opportunity to obtain a Catholic educa-

tion. 

 

On Saturday, April 4th, OLPH will host 

a premiere dinner event honoring Catho-

lic Education: Our Heritage & Our Leg-

acy.  During this event, we will pay trib-

ute to our past while building our tomor-

row.  We will recognize an outstanding 

OLPH graduate and introduce The King-

dom Builders Program which will offer 

educational assistance to those OLPH 

families in need.  

 

This timely initiative provides all of us 

with a tangible and meaningful way to 

build the Kingdom of God right here in 

our own Catholic community. Together 

we can lend a compassionate hand up to 

those individuals who struggle to main-

tain their dignity amidst unfortunate per-

sonal circumstances. Your small gift can 

make a world of difference in the life of 

a child.  Please support your fellow 

Kingdom Builders and join us on April 

4 for our kick-off celebration. 
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In the November 28, 2008 edition of The Criterion, an article appeared on the front page entitled 

ñLabor of Loveò which featured a picture of two young people raking leaves in someoneôs yard. The 

article described ñLabor of Loveò as an outreach at St. Charles Borromeo Parish (Bloomington) where 

teenagers and college-age students volunteer their services to help their fellow parishioners in need. 

Begun in the Spring of 2007, ñLabor of Loveò bridges the gap between young and old at St. Charles 

Borromeo.  From raking leaves to helping a widow paint her house, members of the younger genera-

tion have opened a unique door for building community in that parish. 

 

After reading the article, I thought about our own ñChristian Serviceò commission at OLPH. Currently 

we have nine Christian Service ministries, including two Soup Kitchens, Ministry to the Sick, 

ñCatholics In Actionò, St. Vincent DePaul, Bereavement Team, Funeral Luncheons, Resurrection 

Choir, and Health Ministry. There are hundreds of people involved in these ministries and I am per-

sonally grateful for each ministry and every volunteer.  

 

While I am grateful for all that we do well, I canôt help but wonder if we are still missing real needs 

that exist within our parish, and whether there is room for yet more growth and further outreach of 

Christian Service. We donôt have a ministry at our parish quite like ñLabor of Loveò and the thought 

appeals to me.  But I would like to see individuals and families involved in this ministry - not just 

teenagers and young adults. Depending on the time, talent, and number of volunteers who come for-

ward to serve in this ministry, we could: 

 

help with minor repairs or maintenance in or outside of the home; 

provide transportation for people who cannot drive to church for Mass, doctor visits, etc; 

run basic errands for people who are unable to shop for staples like groceries; 

provide breaks for care givers who can not leave a loved one alone in the home; 

make daily/regular phone calls to isolated/home-bound parishioners; 

cook meals for people whoôve just given birth or are recovering from surgery at home. 

 

So, my dear parish family, what do you think of my proposal? Has the time arrived for this kind of 

outreach in our parish? Do you see a need? Do we have the people, talents, resources for this out-

reach? If you have thoughts or would like to be involved in developing or assisting in this ministry, 

please email me at tyost@olphna.org or call 945-2374.  I look forward to hearing from you.  

 

 

Stewardship At Work ð A Proposal for Christian Service  
By Tom Yost 

mailto:tyost@olphna.org
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The Triduum is the holiest time of the year for Christians. These three days 

occur this year between the evening of April 9 and the evening of April 12. 

They encompass the Mass of the Lordôs Supper on Holy Thursday, the Com-

memoration of the Lordôs Passion on Good Friday, the great Easter Vigil, and 

the celebrations of the Resurrection on Easter Sunday. As we continue 

through the International Year of St. Paul, I invite us to look at the Triduum 

through the lens of St. Paulôs writings and his understanding of the death and 

resurrection of Christ. 

 

We begin the Triduum on Holy Thursday evening with the words of St. Paul 

in the entrance antiphon: ñWe should glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, for he is our salvation, our life and our resurrection; through him we 

are saved and made freeò (Galatians 6.14). This one sentence could sum up 

everything we believe as Christians. We first recognize that it is all the events of the Paschal Mystery 

that save us ï we are not saved just by the death of Jesus, or just by his resurrection, but by both. The 

cross of Christ held our crucified Lord but also stands empty because he has been raised from the 

dead. And what is accomplished through these mysteries? Nothing less than our life, our salvation, and 

our freedom. We can have hope in a promised eternal life with God because of Christôs death and res-

urrection. We can learn how to really utilize the freedom and life we are given on this earth through 

Christôs death and resurrection. The cross of Christ is our standard and our focus, and it is the heart of 

St. Paulôs teaching and writing. 

 

Excerpts from three of St. Paulôs letters are read during the liturgies of the Triduum. At the Mass of 

the Lordôs Supper on Holy Thursday, we hear the narrative of the institution of the Eucharist from the 

First Letter to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 11.23-26). St. Paul reminds us that the meal we celebrate is done 

in memory of Christ, and that through this meal, he is made truly present in the form of bread and 

wine. At the Easter Vigil, we hear from St. Paulôs Letter to the Romans (Rom. 6.3-11). We are re-

minded that our baptism in Christ is a baptism into his death and resurrection. St. Paul goes to great 

lengths to connect the death and resurrection, both for Christ and for us ï one cannot exist without the 

other. Finally, on Easter Sunday we hear from the Letter to the Colossians (Col. 3.1-4). St. Paul calls 

us to look not just at what is around us but to seek the things that are above, where there is new life in 

Christ. 

 

Taken together, these readings from the letters of St. Paul strive to make connections for us: connec-

tions between what appears to be ordinary bread and wine and the Body and Blood of Christ; connec-

tions between death and resurrection; connections between us on earth and God in heaven; and con-

nections between the sacraments and the promise of new life. Ultimately, we are led in only one direc-

tion ï to the cross and the empty tomb. Today, if you visit the Holy Land, the Church of the Holy Sep-

ulcher is built over the locations of both the crucifixion and the resurrection. The earthly sites of both 

mysteries are contained in one building. There is great wisdom in how this church is built, because we 

cannot separate one from the other, we cannot separate Calvary from the garden tomb, we cannot 

separate Good Friday from Easter Sunday. This Triduum, I invite us to listen closely as the words of 

St. Paul help us make these connections. 

St. Paul and the Paschal Triduum 
By Fr. Eric M. Augenstein  
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Over the next 18 months, there will be a new face around OLPH. 

Patrick Gallagher is a seminary student at St. Meinrad, whoôs 

been assigned to work around the parish. 

 

He is the son of Michael and Mary, and has one brother, Neil. 

Patrick grew up in Germantown Tennessee, a suburb of Mem-

phis, attended public schools, and went to College at the Univer-

sity of Memphis, where he majored in Social Work.  

 

He was raised, for the most part, a non-practicing Catholic. At 

age 15, he found Jesus in a little Baptist church, and at 16 joined 

a non-denominational church. During college, his pastor at the 

time preached a sermon about Acts 2 and basically said, ñWe 

need to get back to the ancient church, do what they did, preach 

and pray like they did!ò Patrick thought that was a good idea, and 

took him up on his challenge.  

 

Patrick discovered the Early Church Fathers and began reading. Over the next few years he became 

convinced that the early church was the Catholic Church, and came into full communion with the 

Church in 2002. Following college, he worked as a counselor and social worker until entering the 

seminary.  

 

When he was a Protestant, Patrick was a youth pastor and had planned on becoming a Pastor. When 

he entered the Catholic Church, those feelings did not go away. In fact, they deepened. He then real-

ized that the call he had been feeling was the call to the priesthood.  

 

So, four years ago, Patrick contacted the dioceseôs vocation director, and began his education and 

discernment at St. Meinradôs Seminary. Since entering the Seminary, he has become even more se-

cure in his calling, and looks forward to being ordained to the deaconate this upcoming October. 

 

Over the next 18 months, his assignment at OLPH will go through 2 stages. This semester, he will 

be mainly coming to OLPH to help with the catechetical ministry on Wednesdays. In addition to 

this he will be present at some of the Sunday parish Masses. Next year, he will be at OLPH mainly 

on the weekends, functioning as a deacon, able to proclaim the Gospel and preach.  

 

Patrickôs aspirations are pretty simple. He hopes to do well at his assignment at OLPH, keep up 

with his seminary studies, and ultimately become a good parish priest.  

 

He likes to stay current with trends in culture, and claims to have an almost encyclopedic knowl-

edge of pop culture and moviesésomething which OLPH parishioners will get the opportunity to 

test him on soon! 

 

A NEW FACE AROUND THE PARISH  
By Steve Parker 
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Bill was 19 

years old when 

our parish be-

gan in 1950.  

He graduated 

from Holy Trin-

i t y  G r a d e 

School and St. 

Xavier High 

School.  He attended the University of Kentucky 

School of Pharmacy, which at that time was lo-

cated at 1st and Chestnut Streets in Louisville, 

Kentucky, graduating in 1954.  He then was 

drafted into the Army and served two years in 

Germany.  Following discharge from the Service 

he was employed by the Girdler Catalyst Com-

pany as a chemist, retiring after 30 years. 

 

His involvement with our parish began as soon as 

it was established.  The first structure built as our 

church was located in what is our present cafete-

ria.  Bill was a member of the first choir, which 

consisted of 20 members.  The first organ was a 

Wurlitzer with Mary Therese Zurschmeide as 

organist and George Shuck serving as the choir 

director.  He was a choir member for 40 years 

and still sings in the Resurrection Choir.  During 

those early years of our parish he was also in-

volved as a sacristan, taking care of the candles, 

polishing brass, keeping the holy water fonts 

Meet Bill Richart: A Founding Member of Our Parish  
By Jeanette Kannapel 

G.I.F.T.S., or Growing in Faith Through Scripture, is a new 

program sponsored by the Adult Faith Formation Team that 

meets every Sunday in Wagner Hall from 10:10 to 10:50 a.m.  

Together we reflect on the Sunday readings, discuss how 

those readings impact our daily lives, and relate the scripture 

to the various traditions and teachings of Church.  If youôd 

like to grow in faith and enrich your experience of the Mass, 

join us after the 9:00 Mass or before the 11:00 Mass for 

G.I.F.T.S. --  because every day can be a holy day! 

Like G.I.F.T.S.?  Check This Out!  
By Lori Hamilton, OLPH Director of Faith Formation  

filled, cleaning up after wedding receptions, and 

supplying seasonal flowers for the altar from his 

garden.  He was also involved with general main-

tenance of the church and school.  He has memo-

ries of all the pastors who have served in our par-

ish. 

 

Under Fr. Wagnerôs direction and planning our 

present structure was built in 1966.  Thanks to Fr. 

Wagnerôs hard work, deep humility, and frugal 

nature, the Church was built with funds already 

in hand and no additional debt was incurred in 

the construction.  We have the only statue of ñSt. 

Joseph the Workerò in this area due to Fr. Wag-

nerôs devotion to St. Joseph.  

 

Following Billôs involvement with our 

ñbeginnerò church, he continued as a choir mem-

ber in the new church.   He then focused on vol-

unteering, teaching math to adults through the 

school system.  Through Catholic Charities in 

Louisville he taught English to refugees and 

helped 70 refugees to obtain driverôs licenses.  In 

2006, a Buddhist  group located in Louisville 

requested his help in teaching English to their 

monks.  He worked with them for two years. 

 

Currently he and  his sister, Rita, are members of 

our parish and live in their family home on Payne 

Koehler Road. 
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Amazing Grace: OLPH's Baptismal Font   
By Carlos Perez  

Our Parish will soon be constructing a new Baptis-

mal Font in the same place our current one sits. A 

very gracious anonymous parishioner donated the 

funds for its construction and the plans have been 

laid. The original design concept came from our 

own talented Ray Day. The architectural design is 

by Donald Ball of L&F Design Build and will be a 

permanent fixture on the Altar.  

 

Marble from our old Communion Rail, which was 

previously used for the Ambo, will also be used to 

construct the Font. The Font, a combination of black 

and white marble, will blend well with the rest of 

the Altar and will complement our current design. 

By reusing original materials from our beginnings, 

seemingly uniting past generations of our Church 

family with our present, it appears that the Com-

munion of Saints is made visibly manifest at Our 

Lady of Perpetual Help Church. I want to personally 

thank Fr. Eric, the designers, builders and contribu-

tors for this marvelous addition that will be used for 

generations to come in bringing people to Christ, in 

Baptism, through the Church that He left us. 

 

 

SportsLife Camps Brings A Week of Outrageous Fun to 

OLPH June 15 ð 18! 
By Michelle Fessel 

 

SportsLife Camps was launched out of a desire to help the church develop childrenôs faith in Jesus 

through facilitating innovative sports and arts programs.  They aim to support the churchôs efforts in 

reaching kids for Christ by providing on-site summer day camps for children entering grades one 

through five.  Their team of gifted coaches works with children to develop their athletic and artistic 

passions and skills while teaching from the Bible and modeling Jesusô love. SportsLife Camps is built 

on a foundation of trust in the Lord, tremendous staff, creative programming, and Outrageous Fun!  

Through each and every camp, the SportsLife team aspires to love kids, love Jesus and love His 

church!  This summer SportsLife will serve over 4,000 kids ages 6-11 at over 80 churches across the 

U.S., and from June 15 - 18, they will here be at OLPH.  For more information, check out  

www.sportslifecamps.com. 
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Cardinal Ritter Birthplace Foundation  
By Doris Hancock 

 

The Cardinal Ritter Birthplace Foundation was recently established 

to restore the birthplace of Cardinal Joseph Elmer Ritter, who was 

born in New Albany in 1892.  His family lived at 1218 E. Oak 

Street and owned and operated a bakery from that location.  

 

His story begins as a young priest serving in Indianapolis after his 

ordination to the priesthood at St. Meinrad.   He achieved national 

prominence for his work in the area of social justice and integration. 

While serving  in Indianapolis he helped break the power of the Ku 

Klux Klan and its hold on state government in the 1920s.  When he 

became Bishop of Indianapolis in 1934 he quickly set about reform-

ing the diocese and making changes. In 1937, Bishop Ritter called 

for the racial integration of the Catholic high schools in Indianapo-

lis.  He is remembered for his courageous commitment to civil 

rights and integrating Catholic schools two decades before the U.S. 

Supreme Court struck down racial segregation in public schools.   

 

He was installed as the first Archbishop of Indianapolis on December 19, 1944, 10 months after Pope 

Pius XII signed the apostolic decree establishing the Archdiocese of Indianapolis.  In 1946, he was 

appointed to lead the Archdiocese of St. Louis, where he also supervised the integration of Catholic 

schools.  He was named a Cardinal by Pope John XXIII on January 16, 1961.  He died on June 10, 

1967 in St. Louis. 

 

The mission of the Cardinal Ritter Birthplace Foundation is to serve the needs of the surrounding 

neighborhood with social outreach, community building and development offices, providing a space 

where the corporal works of mercy can be performed for the needs of all races and creeds. If you are 

looking at estate planning or to give a gift in memory of a loved one, what better way than helping 

preserve the legacy of this courageous man from New Albany?  Donation envelopes are available at 

all local funeral homes.  Your support will be greatly appreciated. 


