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Thanks for the Memories!
By Michelle Fessel, OLPH Youth Ministry Coordinator
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One Church, One Faith 0 New Faith Formation Structure

This fall, we are excited to announce a new structure and overall vision for all of our parish faith forma-
tion programsOne Church, One Faitimcludes all current faith formation programs, including Faith First,
Youth Group, Adult Faith Formation, Soup and Soul Food, RCIA, Sacramental Preparation (for Baptism,
Reconciliation, Eucharist, and Confirmation), and Bible Studies. This initiative aims to bring together our
entire parish community as we journey together toward Christ. Most of these programs will not see any
significant changes from previous yeérghey will continue to meet on the same nights, with the same
curriculum.One Church, One Faithrings an organizational unity to our faith formation programs and a
common vision for faith formation in our parish.

One Church, One Faitihecognizes the integral role of the community in faith formation as well as the
need for regular faith formation throughout our lives. We have taken many of our existing faith formation
programsi like Soup and Soul Food, RCIA, Youth Group, and Faith Firas well as our sacramental
preparation programs and put everything together on Wednesday evenings. Wednesday is faith formation
night at OLPHI' no other activities, events, or meetings are scheduled on this night. There are several on-
going programs for specific groups that meet every Wednesday inigte Faith First, Youth Group,

RCIA, and Adult Faith Formation. These groups will meet each Wednesday night throughout the school
year. Our sacramental preparation prograrftr Baptism, Reconciliation, Eucharist, and Confirmation

will all meet on the second Wednesday of each month. The highlight@Church, One Faitthowever,

is what we are callingvVeek Oné a full-community evening for all ages and all people in our community.

On the first Wednesday of each month, we will gather as an entire parish community, both those involved

in weekly faith formation programs and others from our parish who might join us oW§eek OneThe

evening will begin with a simple supper provided by one of our parish ministries. We will then divide into
agespecific groups for catechesis on a common togEo that everyone will be discussing the same topic

at a level they can understand. This year, we will spendMbek Onss e ssi ons | earning abgc
C h r ii satious approaches to making our lives more and more like the life of Christ. The evening con-

cludes with a common prayer service in the churchW@ek Ongfamilies can come together, eat supper

together, then separate into the different catechetical groups, and finally join together again for prayer. But
ités not just for famil iTegauhgorSldraelallea partevggk Gne or mar r i e

Why are we doing this? Embracing the vision of faith formation inGbeeral Directory for Catechesis

of the parish as a learning community requires moving away from a purely classroom model. OLPH is
moving towards a fAwhole churchod or comWeekOney par ac
program, especially, we aim to:

A Transform the focus on childreanly by implementing lifelong faith formation for all ages and
generations, including adults.

A Transform the Astarto and fAstopo catechesis by
tiond learning for a lifetime through involvement in the events of church life.

A Transform the focus on the fAtextbook as curricu

curriculum for all aged tapping into the Church Year, sacramental celebrations, community prayer, etc.

as educational tools for all ages.

A Transform catechesis as a separate program by implementing an integrated process that involves

al | of the parishés ministries in faith formation.

Booklets have been prepared that explain all components @rbkeChurch, One Faitlprogram, and

these booklets will be available in the back of the church and at all school and faith formation programs.
The firstWeek Onavill be held on Wednesday, September 2 and will be an overview and introduction to
the program and an opportunity to gather together as a commOniyChurch, One Faitls for every-

onei our entire parish communityand we invite you to join us!
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A Pilgrim Among Pilgrims
By Fr. Eric M. Augenstein

. For thirteen days at the end of June, | was joined by a group of 18 other
pilgrims to journey in the footsteps of St. Paul to mark the end of the In-
ternational Year of St. Paul. Our journey took us to five of the places vis-
ited by St. Paul during his missionary travels, including the two cities
where he spent the most time: Corinth (eighteen months, Actsl&8.1

and Ephesus (three years, Acts 140). We viewed the Bay of St. Paul

on the Greek island of Rhodes, where the apostle sailed into on his way
back to Jerusalem (Acts 21.1). We visited the Areos Pagos in Athens
where St. Paul gave a famous speech o
31). And we traveled to Rome, visiting the site of his imprisonment (the Mamertine Prison), his mar-
tyrdom (at the Abbey of the Three Fountains), and his tomb (at the Basilica of St. Paul-@wtside
Walls). The opportunity to literally walk where St. Paul walked and read his words in the places where
they were first spoken was a lihanging experience for all of us. One thing that we did not expect
was to encounter so many other pilgrims along the way.

A pilgrimage is one of the most ancient spiritual practices in the Church. From the earliest days of
Christianity, pilgrims journeyed to Jerusalem to visit the place where Jesus was crucified and the
empty tomb where he rose from the dead. As the faith spread, Christians made journeys to other holy
places, like the island of Patmos, where St. John the Theologian wrote the Book of Revelation, or the
city of Rome, where Saints Peter and Paul were martyred and are buried. Pilgrimages to the tomb of
St. James at Santiago de Compostela, Spain, or the tomb of St. Thomas Becket in Canterbury, Eng-
land, became popular in the Middle Ages. Closer to home, many people go on pilgrimages to the
Shrine of Monte Cassino at Saint Meinrad Archabbey or Our Lady of the Snows in Belleville, lllinois.
These pilgrimages are opportunities to come together as a people of faith with a common purpose of
prayer and connection to the saints. We go on pilgrimage to grow in our faith by visiting sites of great
spiritual significance. We go on pilgrimage to make a tangible connection to our Christian history, to
give more meaning to the texts of the Bible and the lives of the saints. We go on pilgrimage to build a
stronger community and to journey together spiritually.

One of the great blessings of our pilgrimage in the footsteps of St. Paul was to experience firsthand
that we are not alone on our spiritual journey. During the course of our pilgrimage, we encountered
many other groups of pilgrims also following St. Paul. Each group had a slightly different itiherary
some went further into Turkey; some, like us, went to Rome; some went to northern iGoaeeach

group had the same purpose of following the path and the life of this important apostle. We met a
group of pilgrims from the Archdiocese of Canberra, Australia, traveling with their bishop, a Scripture
scholar. We met and celebrated the Eucharist with a group of pilgrims from all parts of the United
States traveling with a Franciscan Friar of the Holy Land. On the airplane coming back from Athens to
the US, we journeyed with a group of pilgrims from the Diocese of Patterson, New Jersey, that had
followed much of our itinerary, but in reverse. And in Rome, we encountered groups of pilgrims from
Italy, Spain, and other places coming to pray at the tomb of St. Paul.

At times, it can be easy for us to forget that we are part of a worldwide Church; we can get so con-
sumed in what is happening at our local parish or even our own country that we lose the universal con-
nection that the Church provides. For us who went on pilgrimage in the footsteps of St. Paul, we ex-
perienced in a very real way the wide umbrella that is the Chubdth historically, back to Christ

and the apostles, and geographically, from Corinth to Canberra.
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In the Footsteps of St. Paul...
By Tom Yost

In my adult life | have had many wonderful opportunities to go on vacation and travel around the
United States. My travels have even taken me to Hawaii, Alaska, and Western Canada. | know what it

is like to be on vacation and see the sights. When | first signed up for the parish pilgrimage, my initial

t hought was another fAvacationo, only this time |
ever, turned out to be much more than another vacation.

As | was preparing for the pilgrimage, | remember reading the travel brochure from Pentecost Tours
that included al/l sorts of Apractical o informat.i
trigued me the most was a statement reminding me that | was not simply going on a vacation, but
rather, on a pilgrimage. This pilgrimage would be a spiritual journey or a spiritual quest with a particu-

lar focus holding out possibilities for untold graces. | found the pilgrimage to be very spiritual, full of
grace, and thue tbei F6Oest abemps of St. Paul o.

After this pilgrimage, | feel closer to St. Paul. | know him a little better. | will pay more attention to

his writings in sacred scripture. | have a greater appreciation for his many trials, tribulations, and sacri-
fices so that the world (then and now) would com
the world (and myself) would be in our journey of faith today without St. Paul who lived two thousand

years ago. These insights and revelations are some of the graces | received from God on this pilgrim-

age.

There were many moving moments and special places for me on the pilgrimage. Each daily mass was

a moving moment . Masses celebrated at St. Peter 6:c¢
Paul 11), the church of St. Alphonsus Ligouri in Rome (where the original icon of Our Lady of Perpet-

ual Help resides), and our final mass outdoors in ancient Corinth were especially memorable. | was

al so moved by the times we read from one of St.
like Athens, Ephesus, Corinth, and Rome. | was particularly moved by how we visited (all in the same
day) the places where Paul was imprisoned, martyred, and buried in Rome. And finally, how could |

not be moved by being present for the weekly papal audience with our Holy Father Pope Benedict
XVI. It was with great joy that | heard our parish and city called by name as groups from various
countries were introduced to the Pope and to one another. It was a defining moment for me in under-
standing how universal we really are as a Church and People of God!

Other special places for me besides the ones | have already mentioned were the islands of Rhodes and
Patmos. The Acts of the Apostles mentions St. Paul stopping in Rhodes. Patmos is where John was in
exile and received a vision from God that produced the Book of Revelation. Our group visited the cave
where this took place.

All the major Basilicas in Rome were special places too. Each year on November 9 the Catholic Litur-

gi cal Cal endar marks the fADedication of the Late
sive Basilica (which is the Cathedral of the Universal Catholic Church) and November 9 will have

much more personal meaning for me. | was also moved by the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Wall
where the tomb of St. Paul resi des. I found this
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This pilgrimage has instilled a greater sense of gratitude in me not only for St. Paul, but for all the
Apostles, Martyrs, and Saints in the history of Christianity. Our Church is what it is today because of
the great love, sacrifice, and dedication of these holy men and women living and spreading the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. Every year the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul takes place on June 29. This day is a ma-
jor holiday in Rome. Peter and Paul are the Patron Saints of Rome. | have never given much recogni-
tion to this feast day in the past, but | plan to celebrate it more in the future because of my pilgrimage
experience and my deeper appreciation and affection for Peter and Paul.

In conclusion, | want to thank Fr. Eric for his pastoral care and guidance on the pilgrimage. He was a
wonderful shepherd. | want to thank the other pilgrims for their companionship and generosity on this
profound journey. And, | want to thank all of you, my parish family, for your prayer and support. We
are all on pilgrimage each and every day of our lives until the Father calls us home. Let us help one
another along the way while we can.




