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Perpetual Motion 
Our Lady of Perpetual 

Help Parish exists to 

nurture a faith-filled 

Catholic community, 

which inspires and 

empowers all people 

to follow Jesus Christ. 

We will continue to 

òKeep our eyes fixed 

on Jesusó Hebrews 12:2 

by living the Gospel, 

celebrating meaningful 

worship, and calling 

one another to prayer, 

Christian service, and 

fellowship. 
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Most people spend considerable time 

maintaining control over the different 

assets they have obtained during their 

lifetime. They make repairs to their 

homes, watch over their bank accounts 

and try to save some money for retire-

ment and education. Yet only 50% of 

all people have made plans as to what 

is going to happen to their assets once 

they pass away. Without a will, you 

lose control of all the possessions you 

have worked a lifetime to acquire. 

 

Given the opportunity, most people 

would like to leave some kind of lasting 

legacy behind them when they are 

gone. Planned giving is a manner of 

leaving such a legacy behind. Planned 

giving should be part of the process of 

determining how you want to leave 

your assets through your will. Most 

people leave the majority, if not all, of 

their assets to their family members. 

Less than 3% of all wills settled contain 

any charitable donations.  

 

Imagine the positive impact on our 

community if everyone made even a 

modest contribution to their church or 

favorite non-profit organization as a 

part of their will. These contributions 

could consist of cash, stocks, bonds, 

real estate or life insurance proceeds. 

Some of these gifts can even provide 

STEWARDSHIP IN ACTION: PLANNED GIVING  
By Van Willis, OLPH Stewardship Committee  

significant tax savings for the donorôs 

estate. For example, if you bought 

shares of a stock years ago for $1000 

and the value of the stock is now 

$10,000. You can donate the shares of 

the stock to your favorite charity and 

claim the full value of the gift without 

having to pay any taxes on the gain. If 

the charity is non-profit, they donôt 

have to pay taxes on the gain either. 

 

Consider leaving a small gift in your 

will for the parish, school and Catholic 

agencies that have made a difference 

in your life. Your legacy may continue 

to shine for years to come.  
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Paul and Mary Helen Staashelm know the secret of a long and happy life.  Both would quickly agree 

that it has to be centered around Jesus through the sacraments and prayer, especially the Rosary.  

Twenty years ago, Paul and Mary Helen went on a pilgrimage to Medjugorje, a small village in Bosnia

-Hercegovnia, where it is believed that the Blessed Virgin Mary has been appearing to visionaries 

since June 25, 1981.  There their hearts were deeply touched and, upon returning to New Albany, they 

began a prayer group at Our Lady to pray for life from conception to natural death.  Abortion had been 

legalized in the United States on January 22, 1973. 

 

Since then, the prayer group has been meeting faithfully on Monday evenings from 6 - 7 pm.  At one 

time there were as many as thirty-five or more people who came regularly.  Now the group has dwin-

dled down to eight ï ten people.  The evening begins with exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, a 

Marian hymn, followed by prayers of Consecration to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate 

Heart of Mary, a Prayer to End Abortion, and a Prayer for Priests.  Then three Rosaries are said with 

the people taking turns leading the decades.  A Divine Mercy Chaplet is prayed following the Rosa-

ries.  Then Holy God We Praise Thy Name is sung while the Blessed Sacrament is reposed. 

 

The hour passes quickly.  Paul said that he has probably missed no more than fifteen evenings since 

the prayer group started meeting twenty years ago.  On April 9, 2000, Mary Helen suffered a stroke, 

but with Paulôs help, they were soon back as a couple with the rest of the group praying the Rosary. 

Mary Helen calls Paul her Guardian Angel because during her rehab from her stroke, he would not let 

her give up.  When she wanted to just stay in the bed at Providence Nursing Home where she has lived 

since her stroke, he insisted that she get up.  Thus, she went almost immediately from a wheelchair to 

a walker, to walking with Paulôs assistance.  They enter Church on Monday evening arm-in-arm, and 

are a true inspiration for each one of us. 

 

Please consider being a part of this prayer group.  Write it on your calendar as a reminder and join us 

as we pray for life.  It would be worth it to just come and witness Paul and Mary Helenôs love for each 

other and their deep faith in our prayers being heard.  Just think, this all began because they went on 

pilgrimage to a remote village called Medjugorje. 

 

 

Monday Evening Prayer Group at OLPH  
By Sandy Bierly 
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On Tuesday, August 25, 2009, Sister Dolores Jean Nellis, OSF, died at the age of 81. Her name is probably 

not familiar to many people here in our parish, but there is a connection ï in the early years of our parish grade 

school in the 1960s, Sister Dotty Jean (as she is known) taught at Our Lady of Perpetual Help for about two 

years. She was one of many Franciscan sisters who faithfully served in our parish school for many years. Even 

until shortly before her death, she still kept in touch with some OLPH parishioners she had known for over 

fifty years. After leaving New Albany, Sister Dotty Jean taught and served as an administrator at a number of 

schools throughout the state of Indiana. 

 

But still, Sister Dotty Jeanôs life and death may have been unnoticed, at least by me, had our personal paths not 

crossed almost fifteen years ago. Religious sisters never really retire ï even if they no longer serve in the min-

istry that had filled the majority of their lives, they always find some other ministry to fill their time. When 

Sister Dotty Jean ñretiredò from teaching in 1995, she became the attendance secretary and receptionist at Ca-

thedral High School in Indianapolis, where one of her fellow Franciscans ï Sister Lynne Matteson, OSF ï 

taught history. Her first year as a secretary at Cathedral was my senior year there as a student. At the begin-

ning of that year, I knew that she was there and that she was new, but that was about it ï our paths just didnôt 

cross much. A few weeks into the school year, the National Honor Society ï of which I am a member ï began 

one of its annual traditions. Each member of the NHS was assigned two teachers or staff members at the 

school as ñsecret pals.ò The idea was that the students would get small gifts or cards for their staff pals 

throughout the year as a way to thank them for their work and dedication to the school, and at the end of the 

year we would reveal our identity. I was randomly assigned to the two secretaries in the front office ï Mrs. 

Rosie Houk and Sister Dolores Jean. And so, throughout the year, I got little gifts and cards and left them on 

their desks ï signed only ñyour NHS secret pal.ò And throughout the year, I purposely did not get to know 

Sister Dotty Jean too well so that she wouldnôt figure out who her secret pal was. At the end of the year, I re-

vealed my identity ï and an instant bond was born between myself and Sister Dotty Jean. 

 

Sister Dotty Jean loved doing something that very few people do these days ï she loved writing hand-written 

cards and notes to her many friends. Not too long after I arrived at college, the first of many notes from Sister 

Dotty Jean arrived. Over the past thirteen years, I have received many of these notes ï and I wrote back as 

often as I could. When I was in school, she was always interested in what classes I was taking ï she was a 

teacher at heart and loved hearing stories of people learning or teaching. When I entered the seminary, she 

continually assured me of her daily prayers ï and I have no doubt that her prayers have always upheld me. She 

was there at my ordination to the priesthood, and two years ago she invited me to preside at a Mass celebrating 

her 60th Jubilee of Religious Life with the faculty and staff at Cathedral High School. It really was quite re-

markable the bond of friendship and spiritual kinship that started as a randomly-assigned secret pal ï you 

never know how God is going to work. 

 

A few years after she arrived at Cathedral, Sister Dotty Jean was asked to lead the daily morning prayer for the 

entire school. This daily prayer became her true ministry and lasting legacy at Cathedral. Each day, she would 

compose a unique prayer that took into account whatever was going on in the school or in the world. If there 

was an athletic team playing that day, they would be prayed for; if the band was in a competition that week-

end, they would be prayed for; if a student or staff member had lost a loved one, they would be prayed for. The 

students at Cathedral marveled at how much she knew about their lives ï but even more, how much she cared 

about each of them and everything they did. Through Sister Dotty Jeanôs words, the students and staff at Ca-

thedral learned how to pray and learned how one personôs personal prayer and reflection can impact countless 

numbers of people. Sister Dotty Jeanôs final ministry in life was to pray ï but it was such a natural fit because 

prayer had marked her entire lifeôs journey as a Franciscan sister. 

 

We never know how God is going to work in our lives. I thank God for putting Sister Dolores Jean in my life, 

and for bringing me to one of the parishes and schools where she started her ministry of teaching. And I know 

that she is praying for me still ï it is the most powerful ministry anyone can have, in this life or the next. 

In Memoriam: Sister Dolores Jean Nellis, OSF  
By Fr. Eric M. Augenstein  
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The New Faces of OLPH School  
By Terry Horton  

 

OLPH School warmly welcomes all our new 

teachers and staff pictured here.  Top row, 
from left to right  - Mrs. Sarah Carver, Mid-

dle School Science; Ms. Madalyn 

Stubblefield, Art/Gr. 1-8; Mrs. Christine 

Castleberry, Pre-K teacher; Middle row  - 

Mrs. Sandy Nance, Daycare Asst.; Mrs. Jen-

nifer Parr, Music/Gr. K-8; Mrs. Jammie 

Mathes, English, Language Arts/Gr. 7-8; 

Bottom row - Ms. Missy Bryant, Cafeteria 

Asst.  Thank you for being here and helping 
us Build the Kingdom with Kindness!  


