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one another to prayer, 
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Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church 

The mere mention of Christmas, for better 

or worse, inevitably evokes thoughts of gift

-giving.  Some of us don't particularly like 

shopping for gifts but almost all of us like 

receiving them. Our parish has been fortu-

nate over the years to have been the benefi-

ciary of many planned or designated gifts 

from members of the parish.  

 

This year OLPH received its Christmas gift 

a little early when our beautiful new baptis-

mal font was completed. Our parish will be 

able to enjoy this new addition for genera-

tions to come. Almost the entire cost of 

purchasing and installing our new font was 

paid out of a specific gift from one of our 

own parishioners.  

 

Many other items that we see or use in 

church every week has come to us as a di-

rect result of a parishioner making a gift to 

the parish either through their estate or as a 

designated gift for a particular purpose. 

These include some things that you may 

not have been aware of such as the church's 

nativity set and the ramp to Wagner Hall. 

The Stations of the Cross that hang on the 

wall of our church came from a gift from 

parishioners. The new Clavinova used by 

our choirs at almost every Mass is another 

thing we may not have been able to enjoy 

without a gift from a parishioner.  

 

Our school has also been the recipient of 

gifts from parishioners. Over the years, our 

school has received well over $175,000 to 

the school's endowment from gifts from 

The Season of Gift-Giving   
By Van Willis, OLPH Stewardship Committee  

estates of parishioners. The parish savings 

account has also benefitted from gifts over 

the years allowing us to do more with the 

resources we have.  

 

This year when you are making your list 

of who you need to buy gifts for Christ-

mas, remember who the holiday is named 

after. Most of us may not be able to come 

up with a gift as impressive as our baptis-

mal font but it is the intention not the 

amount that is important.  And on behalf 

of the OLPH Stewardship Committee, 

thank you for your continued generosity, 

and have a Merry Christmas! 
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Earlier this month, I joined several members of our parish and a large number of priests from the 

Archdiocese of Indianapolis for the journey to Wyoming for the ordination and installation of Bishop 

Paul Etienne as bishop of the Diocese of Cheyenne. How fitting it is for him that his ordination as a 

bishop comes during the Year for Priests. Bishops are considered to have the fullness of the priest-

hood; they share most completely in the work of Christ as shepherd and teacher of the Church. They 

work together with members of the other two Orders of clergy ï priests and deacons ï in leading and 

guiding the Body of Christ on earth. This month, Iôd like to reflect on the different roles and ministries 

in the Sacrament of Holy Orders ï the deacon, the priest, and the bishop. 

 

Deacons are ordained to serve primarily as ministers of charity, ministers of the Word, and ministers 

of the altar. They assist priests and deacons in serving the poor and the sick in their communities. They 

proclaim the gospel at Mass and can also preach the homily at Mass as well as assist the priest or 

bishop at the altar. They distribute Holy Communion to the faithful, baptize, officiate at marriage litur-

gies, and preside at funeral services that are not Masses. But their primary role is to preach and to 

serve. Some men are ordained deacons to remain in this ministry permanently, and these deacons can 

be married. Other men are ordained deacons on their way to being ordained priests; these transitional 

deacons make a promise of celibate chastity. 

 

Priests are ordained to stand in the person of Christ as head of the Church while celebrating the Eucha-

rist and the other sacraments. In addition to those ministries in which deacons serve, priests also cele-

brate the Sacraments of the Eucharist, Reconciliation, and Anointing of the Sick. With the permission 

of the local bishop, they can also confer the Sacrament of Confirmation. They are also called to teach 

and preach the gospel worthily and wisely, to pray for the people entrusted to their care, and to work 

with the bishop as a shepherd and guide of the Lordôs flock. Some priests serve primarily in parishes, 

while others work in schools, hospitals, prisons, social service centers, and in missionary areas. But 

without a doubt, the most important task of the priest is to celebrate the Eucharist and to lead people to 

Christ in the Eucharist. 

 

The first role of the bishop is to teach. But their ministry does not end there. They are ordained to 

serve as ministers of all the Sacraments and are the only people who can call men to Holy Orders and 

ordain other men as bishops, priests, or deacons. Bishops are considered to be the successors of the 

apostles, the closest followers of Jesus Christ and the chief shepherds of the Church. Each bishop can 

trace back his order of succession through the bishop who ordained him all the way back to one of the 

apostles. Practically, bishops serve as the chief administrator of a local diocese, a collection of 

churches, and work closely with priests, deacons, and lay ministers to ensure that the gospel is pro-

claimed to all people and that everyone has access to the sacraments of the Church. They take special 

concern for the poor, the stranger, and those who have strayed from the Lordôs flock. 

 

Deacons, priests, and bishops ï those who have received the Sacrament of Holy Orders ï work to-

gether to build up the Church and bring people to Christ. They stand individually and as a body in the 

person of Christ who is shepherd and teacher of the Church. They celebrate the Sacraments and help to 

impart Godôs grace on the people entrusted to their care. And they serve the needs of the poor and ne-

glected in their communities. But none of us can do that alone. As bishops, priests, or deacons, we 

work collaboratively with all of Godôs faithful in bringing the love of Christ to the world. Because we 

are all members of one Body, sharing in Christôs eternal light. 

 

 

The Year for Priests: The Sacrament of Holy Orders 
By Fr. Eric M. Augenstein  
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On October 5, 2009, Michelle Hoffman began 

her role as Coordinator of Youth and Young 

Adult Ministry at Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 

after being selected by a search committee.  In 

her position at OLPH, she will coordinate all 

aspects of middle school and high school youth 

ministry as well as young adult ministry.  

 

Michelle is originally from the St. Louis, Mis-

souri, area. She received a bachelor's degree in 

Theology from Lewis University, a Catholic 

university outside of Chicago operated by the 

Christian Brothers. For the past year, Michelle 

has served as a Lasallian volunteer working in 

Campus Ministry at Bishop Loughlin Memorial 

High School in Brooklyn, New York. She comes to OLPH with extensive experience in retreats, service 

projects, mission trips, youth groups, Bible studies, and pro-life trips.  

 

She recognizes that the change from serving as a campus minister in New York to becoming a youth 

minister in Indiana will be somewhat of a transition.  But Michelle was inspired to make the change due 

to her strong desire for working in a church environment. ñI really missed the parish feel of ministry,ò 

she said.  ñMinistry is about family and community. Weôre all responsible for the growth of the commu-

nity and coming together to more fully understand God.ò 

 

Because the search committee saw the further strengthening of our Young Adult Ministry as a priority, 

Michelle will serve as a contact and resource for the Young Adult Ministry in addition to her Youth 

Ministry responsibilities. Michelle agrees that these new responsibilities are very important and she 

hopes to have monthly meetings, theology of the body sessions, and to assist the young adult leaders in 

planning interactive events which combine faith and fun.   

 

Michelle also hopes to expand our middle school program.  In her first few months, she has already set 

up monthly drop-ins for middle school students and has spoken to the high school planning group, Our 

Lady Activities Team, about the possibility of having high schoolers mentor middle schoolers in our 

parish.  

 

Michelle is anxious to reach out to those who have not been active in youth ministry. All registered pa-

rishioners in the target age group get Youth Ministry mailers and information on upcoming events. She 

plans to launch a program called ñHit 100 Sunday.ò On these Sunday gatherings, she will challenge the 

kids to recruit their friends in hopes that 100 people will show up at the next youth event. Guest speakers 

will be brought in to showcase what she calls, from her past experiences, ñan amazing event!ò 

 

Michelle is very excited about next yearôs 24 Hour-Food Fast and the prospect of working with our 

youth to ñexpand the kingdom.ò  Of course, that takes all of us working together, and Michelle is look-

ing forward to getting to know many more faces here at OLPH in the coming months and years. 

Welcome OLPHõs new Youth Minister - Michelle Hoffman  
By Matthew Duncan  
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òFather, Son, and Holy Spiritó 
By Ray Day 

Father Eric scooped water from the upper basin and 

poured it over the babyôs head.  ñFaith, I baptize you in 

the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.ò  

As Dustin and Lindsey Driskell heard these words on 

Sunday, October 25th, they experienced the joy of 

Catholic parenting.  Their little girl, Faith, became a 

ñchild of God.ò 

 

What made it different this event so special?   It was 

the first baptism performed in the churchôs new font.  

 

Last November, Fr. Eric assembled a committee to 

discuss the creation of a new baptismal font.  An 

anonymous contribution had been received specifically 

for this purpose.   The committee included Carol Aem-

mer, Sandy Bierly, Ray Day, Greg Ernstberger, Karen 

Johnson, Jeanette Kannapel, Peggy Osborne, Jeff Pow-

ell, and Dots Wild.   

 

Together we discussed the theology of Baptism and 

came to a consensus regarding location, size, materials, 

and display of the Holy Oils.  The design concept I 

presented that evening was received and Father Eric 

immediately sent it to the architects for implementa-

tion.   

 

There are four basic elements to the design.   

1. A ñsemi-immersionò pool was chosen due to its sanctuary location and to have the water 

visible to the congregation.  On Holy Saturday, adult baptismal candidates will stand or 

kneel in the shallow water as water is poured over them. 

2. The cruciform shape reflects the shape of our church.  At the head of the cross stands the 

ñupper poolò for infant baptisms.  It provides a visual balance to the ambo on the opposite 

side of the sanctuary. 

3. The River Jordan is symbolized by allowing water to flow from the upper basin and con-

tinue through the lower pool toward the congregation. 

4. The Ambry under the upper pool is a repository for the Holy Oils. 

 

Parishioner architect Ed Jerdonek of Luckett &Farley Design Build, LLC, and architect Donald K. 

Ball are responsible for engineering the project.  Some of the black marble came from the original 

Communion rail that surrounded the sanctuary from 1966 until 1981.    

 

Construction began in August and was officially completed on October 21.  Charlie Gardner, Director 

of the Office of Worship for the Archdiocese of Indianapolis, commented on the ñunique design that 

you will not find in any other church but that fits so well both with this church building and with the 

style of ancient baptismal fonts.ò  How beautifully symbolic that the first child Fr. Eric baptized was 

named Faith, for it is in ñfaithò that we are all baptized into the Body of Christ. 

 


