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nurture a faith-filled 

Catholic community, 

which inspires and 

empowers all people 

to follow Jesus Christ. 

We will continue to 

òKeep our eyes fixed 

on Jesusó Hebrews 12:2 

by living the Gospel, 

celebrating meaningful 

worship, and calling 

one another to prayer, 

Christian service, and 

fellowship. 
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Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church 

What happens 

when people call 

our parish and 

inquire about be-

coming Catholic? 

 

First of all, we 

thank them for calling and invite them to 

meet with me, the RCIA Director, for an 

initial interview. The purpose of the inter-

view is to allow the inquirers and the parish 

(represented by me) to get to know one 

another. We share who we are as a Church 

and Faith Community, but more impor-

tantly, we invite the inquirers to share their 

story. We listen actively and respectfully to 

their personal history, religious history, 

interest in the Catholic Church, experience 

of the Catholic Church, and reasons for 

inquiring - particularly at this time of their 

life. A mutually discerned plan of forma-

tion and initiation flows from the inter-

view. 

 

It is very important that the Rite of Chris-

tian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) incorpo-

rates both Formation and Initiation. Forma-

tion provides the necessary what we believe 

and why we believe it. Initiation offers the 

essential who we are and how we belong to 

one another and to Christ. Formation 

teaches us about the faith but it is Initiation 

that ultimately moves us to becoming 

Catholic and keeping us Catholic. 

 

So, how do we provide Formation in the 

RCIA? What do we teach? Most impor-

RCIA ð Welcoming by Formation and Initiation  
By Tom Yost, Pastoral Associate 

tantly, we teach the Mass, some bible ba-

sics, our Creed, prayer and liturgy, moral-

ity, Mary and the Saints, the Seven Sacra-

ments, and people and places in the 

Catholic Church. Most of Formation takes 

place one day a week at a scheduled time 

in a particular learning environment. This 

is all beneficial to the inquirer, but there is 

more. The more is Initiation. 

 

So, what does Initiation look like and how 

does it compliment Formation? Initiation 

is celebrating the Mass with our inquirers; 

praying with them and for them; reading 

and witnessing scripture with them; mod-

eling genuine moral living for them; 

showing them how Mary and the Saints 

inspire us; participating regularly in the 

Sacraments, especially Reconciliation and 

the Eucharist; introducing them to mem-

bers of the parish and helping them ex-

perience our parish grounds as holy 

ground and an extension of their homes. It 

is in this way that Initiation compliments 

Formation. 

 

While Father Eric, the RCIA Team, and 

Sponsors are on the ñfrontlineò of wel-

coming inquirers by Formation and Initia-

tion, we invite all members of our parish 

to join us in these welcoming efforts. In 

the meantime, if you know someone 

whoôs contemplating becoming Catholic 

send them my way. Nowôs a great time 

for an interview. Actually, I welcome an 

interview anytime of the year! 



 

2 

Preparing for the Third Edition of the Roman Missal 
By Fr. Eric M. Augenstein  

On April 29, 2010, representatives of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops announced that 

the Holy See had granted its recognitio to the English translation of the Third Edition of the Roman Mis-

sal, as well as national adaptations proper to the United States. For those of us familiar with liturgy, this 

sentence makes perfect sense, and is a cause for great rejoicing. But I imagine for most Catholics that 

this sentence is either confusing or nonsensical. Hereôs what it means, and why it is important: 

 

From the mid-1600s through the 1960s, the words spoken at every Catholic Mass everywhere in the 

world were exactly the same and in only one language ï Latin. The Second Vatican Council in the 1960s 

began the process of returning the language of the Mass to the common, every-day language spoken by 

the people in a given place, known as the vernacular. But to ensure that the Mass is still the same every-

where in the world ï even with different languages used for the prayers and readings ï a process was 

developed of translating the text of the Mass into each vernacular language. These translations were 

done by scholars in liturgy, Scripture, and language, as well as by priests and bishops within each lan-

guage group. In order to assure that the texts of the prayers are accurate theologically and that there is a 

continuity within the liturgy from place to place, each language version of the Mass had to be approved 

by the Vatican. This approval is called a recognitio, or a recognition by the Holy See that the translation 

is accurate. The first complete English translation of the Mass was approved by the Holy See in 1974. 

Called the Sacramentary, or Roman Missal, these texts include the prayers we all say at every Mass ï 

like the Gloria and the Creed ï the Eucharistic Prayers, and the prayers spoken by the priest that change 

according to the church season. We have been using these prayers at all of our Masses in the English-

speaking world since 1974. 

 

We have learned a lot in the last 35 years about how to celebrate the Mass well in the vernacular. We 

have had more experience at translating from Latin to English and have learned better how to pray pub-

licly in the English language. In addition, during this time, new saints have been added to the church 

calendar for whom we do not have prayers in the Roman Missal. In 2000, a revised edition of the texts 

of the Mass in Latin ï called the Third Edition of the Roman Missal ï was issued by the Vatican and 

sent to bishops around the world so that vernacular translations could be prepared. There is really very 

little that changes in this new edition. The visible changes have already been implemented (in 2004) ï 

pouring wine into the cups at the offertory rather than before communion, use of only precious metals 

for communion vessels, a standard purification of the cups and bowls after Mass, and some other very 

minor changes.  

 

The final part of the Third Edition of the Roman Missal to be implemented is the text itself. Representa-

tives of all English-speaking countries in the world have been working for the past ten years to translate 

these texts, and that work received the recognitio of the Holy See this spring. A date has not yet been set 

to implement the new texts, but it most likely will not be until Advent 2011, allowing plenty of time for 

publishers to print new books and for catechesis to take place in parishes. The most important thing to 

know now is that the changes in translation are very minor and mostly affect the words spoken by the 

priest. In the newest translation, we have a broader vocabulary, a restoration of images from Scripture 

that were more hidden in the last translation, an elevated style of speech, and prayers that are awe-filled 

expressions of humble human beings addressing the all-powerful God. 
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Back-to-School Book Discussion: A Catholic Perspective on Harry Potter 
 

This fall, Part I of the movie version of the final book in the 

Harry Potter Series will be released in theaters. Harry Potter 

and the Deathly Hallows will be released in two installments, 

scheduled in fall 2010 and fall 2011. Since the release of the 

first volume of the seven-book series almost fifteen years ago, 

millions of people all over the world have been fascinated by 

the tales of students at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and 

Wizardry. While originally designed as childrenôs books, 

adults have found themselves caught up in the stories of friend-

ship, loyalty, adventure, and magic. At the same time, some 

people have questioned whether the emphasis on magic spells 

and dark creatures is harmful to the impressionable minds of 

children, especially those raised in Christian households. 

 

This August, OLPH will host a one-night book discussion on 

the Harry Potter series. The discussion will be led by Fr. Eric, 

who has read each of the books multiple times and is familiar 

with all of the movie versions as well. The night will especially 

focus on discerning a Catholic approach to the series. How can 

parents and other adults use the wildly-successful Harry Potter 

series as a tool for catechesis? What can we learn from these 

novels about teaching and practicing virtue and developing character? Formed in the Catholic tradi-

tion, are there any parts of the series that we must be cautious about? 

 

Join us on Wednesday, August 18 at 6:30 pm in Wagner Hall for this back-to-school book discussion. 

Whether you have read the books or seen the movies yourself ï or if your children or grandchildren 

have read the books ï everyone will benefit from a discussion of a Catholic perspective on the famous 

boy wizard. 

 

 

For the past year, our parish Liturgy Committee has been studying the revised texts in order to become 

familiar with them, and members of this committee will tell you that they are beautiful texts that well 

suit the sacred liturgy. At our Liturgical Ministers Day of Reflection this past spring, I gave an overview 

of the translation process and the revised texts to these ministers. Over the next 18 months prior to im-

plementing the Third Edition of the Roman Missal, there will be a number of opportunities for the entire 

parish to look at these new texts and to come to know the liturgy more and more. There is nothing to 

worry about ï these changes are very minor and nowhere near the scale of changes that were imple-

mented in the 1960s. But the clarity and beauty of these revised texts will help us appreciate more and 

more the Mass we celebrate on a regular basis.  

Preparing for the Third Edition of the Roman Missal, cont. 
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òEASTER AND SPRING: A TIME TO START OVERó 
By Cynthia Schultz 

A pair of coyotes roamed our yard sniffing the fresh, tall grass in search of a meal. Seconds later, they 

disappeared under the canopy of the woods. 

 

Ruby-throated hummingbirds darting around our feeders before landing for some sugary nourishment. 

Tiny wildflowers poked up through the ground sprinkling the landscape with hues of the rainbow. 

 

The fruit from our mulberry tree was fading from green to red, a sign that the berries would soon be a 

food source for birds that awaited the feast. 

 

A brilliant yellow sun filled up the sea-blue heavens, and the aroma of honeysuckle filled the air like 

store-bought perfume. 

 

You get the picture.  Spring had arrived, Easter was history, and Mother Earth was starting anew.  Since 

then, I have been thinking of many analogies in the seasons of life and the church. 

 

During Lent, we Christians study the life of our Savior. Jesus lived for 33 years on the earth. When He 

joined His Heavenly Father in the Kingdom, He left behind some rules, commandments for holy living 

and a pathway to join Him in eternity. 

 

Following each Easter season, we have yet another opportunity to start anew and get things right. Itôs 

like a second chance to figure out where we have fallen on our spiritual walk; to gain new insights as we 

strive to model our Creator. He may no longer be with us in the flesh performing His miracles and show-

ing us how to treat our brothers and sisters with love, but He left behind His Words in Lifeôs Manual: 

The Bible. 

 

I donôt know about you, but the older I get I seem to be more aware of my sins and the need to eradicate 

them. The older I get I see more clearly my human weaknesses. I know God forgives me but He expects 

me to figure things out and to do what is right and pleasing to Him. 

 

And following each Easter - just like Mother Earth - I once again begin my ñstarting overò phase in 

hopes of finding more ways to draw closer to my Master. Some years I do a good job with my fresh in-

sights from the Holy Spirit; other years - not so good. 

 

But the good news is this: God keeps letting us ALL start anew. And I am always grateful for one more 

season to learn, to grow and to love. 
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St. Augustine said that ñhe who sings well, prays twice.ò  Two dedicated and committed members of the 

OLPH traditional choir have been singing well and praying twice for over forty years.  Hats off to Mary 

Lynn Petty and Paula Dearing.   

 

Both commented on how being a part of the OLPH traditional choir is a commitment of love that in-

volves hard work and weekly practices.   

 

During the Church year, the traditional choir usually leads worshipers during the 9:00 A.M. liturgy from 

September to Memorial Day.  Having the summer off is nice because it gives the choir members a break 

from weekly practices that are often accompanied by grueling work, but always fun.  Mary Lynn sings 

soprano and Paula sings alto.  At one time, between directors, Mary Lynn was the interim director.   

 

Both Paula and Mary Lynn have seen the coming and going of several choir directors over the years 

which has included Eileen Day, Janie Spitznagel, Janie Jones, David Eberle, and Nancy Phan.  In Octo-

ber of 2008, Katelyn Walker became the Music Director for OLPH.  Also, they have witnessed numer-

ous changes in styles of music directors and liturgical music.  This past year new hymnals with different 

voice parts were used to enhance the liturgical music. 

 

Both Paula and Mary Lynn know that the choir cannot function well without musicians.  During these 

forty two years of service there have only been two regular organists/pianists for the traditional choir: 

Margaret Flispart who played the Clavinova for fifty years and died last year, and Mary McGarvey, who 

plays at the present time.  Of course, Janie Spitznagel and Katelyn Walker offer their gift as organists 

whenever needed.  Also, Carol Cox shares her gift as flute player. 

 

What started out as a rather large choir of twenty-five to thirty members in 1969, when Paula joined the 

choir, has dwindled down to about half that many today.  The OLPH traditional choir welcomes dedi-

cated persons who love to sing and are willing to attend practices to consider being a part of the OLPH 

choir.  Remember, as St. Augustine said, ñTo sing well is to pray twice.ò 

Celebrating Over Forty Years as Traditional Choir Members  
By Sandy Bierly 


