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Perpetual Motion 
Our Lady of Perpetual 

Help Parish exists to 

nurture a faith-filled 

Catholic community, 

which inspires and 

empowers all people 

to follow Jesus Christ. 

We will continue to 

“Keep our eyes fixed 

on Jesus” Hebrews 12:2 

by living the Gospel, 

celebrating meaningful 

worship, and calling 

one another to prayer, 

Christian service, and 

fellowship. 
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Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church 

I was wrapping up the Children’s Liturgy 

in the church basement during the 11 a.m. 

Mass when I heard some commotion near 

the stairs. I looked over to see my daughter, 

Susan, holding her infant daughter, Clara.  

Mother and daughter were both crying as 

Susan walked toward the nearest chair to 

sit down.  She was surrounded by numer-

ous people: family members and strangers. 

 

I rushed to comfort my daughter and 

granddaughter and to find out what hap-

pened. Susan had left the service and was 

descending the basement stairs to nurse 

Clara. She lost her balance and tumbled 

down several steps but was able to keep her 

grip on Clara. When Susan stood up, her 

banged elbow was the least of her con-

cerns: Clara was screaming. Susan won-

dered if Clara’s head hit the floor during 

their fall. 

 

“P-ANGEL SQUAD” Pressed Into Service at OLPH 
By Cynthia Schultz 

Any mother would worry, and Susan was 

in full-blown worry. That’s when the “P-

ANGEL SQUAD” appeared to offer ex-

pertise and comfort. Within seconds, a 

PHYSICIAN, a PARAMEDIC, a PEDI-

ATRIC NURSE, and later a PRIEST (our 

own Father Eric), seemed to drop down 

from the heavens. The medical 

“angels”told Susan what to watch for in 

case of a head injury, but doubted there 

would be a problem. And they were right. 

 

Watching how God put this special team 

of the perfect comforters together for my 

family is simply a reminder that Our Lord 

is always watching over all of us in times 

of trouble.  His earthly angels are all 

around us and ready to spring into action 

when they are called.  Meanwhile, thanks 

to our “P- Angels” for helping us to feel 

God’s presence that day, and to the won-

derful usher who alerted them. 
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Each year at the Chrism Mass during Holy Week, all the priests of every Catholic diocese in the world 

gather with their bishop at their Cathedral to bless the Holy Oils that will be used during the coming 

year and to renew their priestly promises. In the Archdiocese of Indianapolis, the Chrism Mass is al-

ways held on the Tuesday of Holy Week at the Cathedral of Saints Peter and Paul in Indianapolis, this 

year held on March 30. In addition to priests, representatives of every parish attend the Chrism Mass 

in order to receive the Holy Oils and to celebrate the unity of the diocese. In this Year for Priests, the 

renewal of priestly promises is an especially appropriate source of meditation and reflection on the 

meaning of the priesthood. 

 

After the homily at the Chrism Mass, the bishop addresses the priests and asks them to renew the 

promises made at their ordination, using these words: 

 

My brothers, this week we celebrate the memory of the first eucharist, at which our Lord Jesus Christ 

shared with his apostles and with us his call to the priestly service of his Church. Now, in the presence 

of your bishop and God’s holy people, are you ready to renew your own dedication to Christ as priests 

of his new covenant? (The priests respond: I am.) 

 

At your ordination, you accepted the responsibilities of the priesthood out of love for the Lord Jesus 

and his Church. Are you resolved to unite yourselves more closely to Christ and to try to become more 

like him by joyfully sacrificing your own pleasure and ambition to bring his peace and love to your 

brothers and sisters? (The priests respond: I am.) 

 

Are you resolved to be faithful ministers of the mysteries of God, to celebrate the eucharist and the 

other liturgical services with sincere devotion? Are you resolved to imitate Jesus Christ, the head and 

shepherd of the Church, by teaching the Christian faith without thinking of your own profit, solely for 

the well-being of the people you were sent to serve? (The priests respond: I am.) 

 

At this point, the bishop addresses the lay faithful from every parish in the diocese who have gathered 

for the Chrism Mass: 

 

My brothers and sisters, pray for your priests. Ask the Lord to bless them with the fullness of his love, 

to help them be faithful ministers of Christ the High Priest, the fountain of salvation. (The people re-

spond: Lord Jesus Christ, hear us and answer our prayer.) 

 

Pray also for me that despite my own unworthiness I may faithfully fulfill the office of apostle which 

Jesus Christ has entrusted to me. Pray that I may become more like our High Priest and Good Shep-

herd, the teacher and servant of all, and so be a genuine sign of Christ’s loving presence among us. 

(The people respond: Lord Jesus Christ, hear us and answer our prayer.) 

 

May the Lord in his love keep you close to him always, and may he bring all of us, his priests and peo-

ple, to eternal life. (All respond: Amen.) 

 

In these words of priestly renewal and prayer for priests, there is much that we can learn about the life 

and ministry of the priesthood. At the end, the faithful are reminded to pray for priests. And so I ask 

for your prayers as I humbly serve you, the people of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish. And I prom-

ise my prayers for all of you as, together, we strive for eternal life. 
 

 

 

 

 

Renewal of Priestly Promises at the Chrism Mass 
By Fr. Eric M. Augenstein 
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Holy Heirlooms: A Eucharistic Tradition 
By Lori Hamilton, Director of Faith Formation 

Each year at Our Lady of Perpetual Help, you 

will notice a new and unique altar cloth, hand-

crafted and hand-stitched especially for use in 

the First Holy Communion Mass.  That altar 

cloth is a beautiful representation of the hearts 

and hands of the youngest members of our faith 

community as they prepare to join us at the 

Eucharistic table. 

 

Children are typically prepared for First Holy 

Communion during their second grade year 

either at OLPH School or in the Faith First pro-

gram.  That formation includes monthly gather-

ings, during which the families come together 

to learn about the Eucharist, the Mass, and to 

participate in activities to reinforce the learn-

ing.   

 

One such gathering is the decorating of fabric 

squares with a Eucharistic theme.  The squares 

are then sewn together like a patchwork quilt 

and attached to an altar cloth so that they hang 

in front of the altar.  Each square is a graphic 

symbol of what Eucharist means to the First 

Communion candidates and, stitched together, 

it reminds us that we are all parts of the One 

Body of Christ. 

 

It is quite inspiring to see these families work 

together creating their masterpiece and sharing 

faith stories along the way.  Parents often share 

their First Communion memories with their 

child.  It is not uncommon for a parent to have 

decorated a fabric square during their First 

Communion preparation here at Our Lady 

when they were a child!   

 

The children will see the completed altar cloth 

for the first time at their First Communion Re-

treat which will take place on April 23rd, the 

Friday before First Communion.  This year 

First Communion is scheduled for 2:00 pm on 

Sunday, April 25th.  Please keep the candidates 

and their families in your prayers as they con-

tinue to prepare for this sacrament of initiation 

when they will receive the Body and Blood of 

our Lord, Jesus Christ, for the first time. 
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RCIA Rite of Election 
By Sandy Bierly 

OLPH has recently created a Christian Service Commission to enhance communication and col-

laboration among our ministries of service. One of our goals is to survey the “Needs” and the 

“Gifts” of our parish members. On behalf of the Christian Service Commission, I ask you to 

consider completing the survey included in this newsletter. Our primary interest is to determine 

those who are in need in our parish and to encourage those who hear the call to use their God 

given gifts to assist them. I invite you to complete the survey on behalf of yourself as well as 

any parishioner that you know with unmet needs. If you are aware of someone in need of assis-

tance in any of the "Needs" categories, place a check by the listed need and include their 

name in the space to the right of the check box. Please return it to OLPH Church, c/o Tom Yost, 

1752 Scheller Lane, New Albany, In. You may also contact me by phone 945-2374 or 

tyost@olphna.org. Thank you! 

 

Survey found on following page. 

Christian Service Survey: NEEDS & GIFTS ASSESSMENT 
By Tom Yost, Pastoral Associate 

There was a sense of excitement for several members of the OLPH faith community following the 9:00 a.m. Mass 

and the Rite of Sending on February 21 in Indianapolis.  The RCIA leaders, Tom Yost and Joe Dalton, along with 

the sponsors had traveled to the Cathedral of Saints Peter and Paul for the Rite of Election and Call to Continuing 

Conversion for the catechumens and candidates.  The ceremony, which allowed the catechumens and candidates an 

opportunity to witness being part of a larger Catholic Church, was celebrated by Monsignor Joseph Schadel among 

a filled Cathedral. 

  

Nine men and women, who have been actively participating in the RCIA program since last September, were pre-

pared for baptism and to be received into full communion with the Catholic Church during the Easter Vigil on 

April 3.  On that date, Donna Burden and Cherico McIntosh were baptized, confirmed, and made their First Com-

munion.  Scott Brewer, Scott Embry, Brad Burden, Kristi Klimesh, Gay Miller, Beverly Heeke, and Katherine Van 

Slyke, who have already been baptized, were received into full communion by receiving the Sacraments of Confir-

mation and Eucharist.  Also baptized were Eva Marie Burden, Roy Miller, Jr. and Veronica Miller. 

  

Please take the time to welcome these newest members into our local faith community!  
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Christian Service Survey: NEEDS & GIFTS ASSESSMENT 

 

Your Name ___________________________________    Your Phone ____________________ 

 

Your Address/Email ____________________________________________________________ 

 

NEEDS: This portion of the assessment should be completed only if you require physical 

 or financial assistance to meet the following needs (please check any that apply): 

 

 

 

Transportation (to church, to the doctor, to the gro-

cery, etc.) 
  
 

Running Essential Errands (grocery, pharmacy, etc.)   
 

Minor Home Repairs that I cannot pay for (please 

name the repair) 
  

Minor House Keeping (cleaning, meal preparation, 

etc) 
  
 

Seasonal Yard Work (mowing grass, raking leaves, 

etc.) 
  

I Have Health Concerns - Please Have Parish Health 

Ministry Contact Me 
  

I Would Like to Have Someone Visit Me for Prayer 

and Communion 
  

I Am Homebound - Please Check On Me by Phone 

on a Regular Basis 
  

Other Needs Not Listed (including financial)   
 

 

GIFTS:I would like to offer my God-given gifts in the following areas to those in need 

(please check any that apply): 

Transportation (to church, to the doctor, to the gro-

cery, etc.) 
  

Running Essential Errands (grocery, pharmacy, etc.)   
 

Minor Home Repairs (please list your “gifts” such as 

painting, plumbing, electric, construction, etc.) 
  

Minor House Keeping (cleaning, meal preparation, 

etc.) 
  

Seasonal Yard Work (mowing grass, raking leaves, 

etc.) 
  

Volunteer to Help Parish Health Ministry   
 

Volunteer to Visit Someone for Prayer and Commun-

ion 
  

Volunteer to Check on Someone Who is Homebound   
 

Other Gifts Not Listed     
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Found in Catholic Education: Love of Wisdom, Love of Teaching 
By Geoffrey Mooney 

Pathos mathos.  The phrase resounded as a haunting anthem in my 

freshman philosophy class at the University of Notre Dame.  

Roughly translating from the Greek, my professor instructed his 

young novices that it was the underlying virtue of the true scholar – 

“to learn, one must suffer.”  Long suffering and grappling with the 

tough issues distinguished mighty scholars from “the sharks,” 

whose who swim the easy current, taking aimless bites here and 

there without ever acquiring enduring knowledge. 

 

Oh, how I wanted to be a scholar!  Unfortunately, the suffering 

proved to be great that semester – Socratic dialogues and syllogistic 

arguments were not exactly like the calculus and physics exercises 

to which I was accustomed.  Philosophy, this “love of wisdom,” put 

a sour flavor on my academic taste buds.  I let the suffering prevent 

me from discovering the joy beyond the rough exterior.  That was 

until this year. 

 

I fulfilled my two philosophy requirements as quickly as possible at 

Notre Dame so that I could concentrate on my two deepest passions that would soon become my dual 

major – mathematics and theology.  Throughout my four years in these fields, I always pictured myself 

as a teacher following  graduation, putting my God-given abilities in math and my love for theology to 

positive use in a Catholic school. 

 

Going into my senior year, I joined the Alliance for Catholic Education (ACE) program at Notre Dame 

and committed myself to two years of service teaching as part of the master’s of education curriculum at 

the university.  A product of K-12 Catholic schools, I stood confident in my decision and looked forward 

to the ways in which I could live how I felt God was calling me: to make him “known, loved, and 

served” in Catholic schools. 

 

I received my assignment at Pensacola Catholic High School last March and could not have been more 

ecstatic.  My only hesitancy was that I would only be teaching one math class, which largely freed my 

schedule to teach junior religion.  The theology major inside was jumping at the opportunity, but that 

was only until I learned of the course content of the 11th grade year.  Yes, I would be teaching religion, 

but more specifically, I would be teaching Catholic philosophy.  Immediately, the questions began a 

rough-and-tumble race in my mind.  Am I qualified to teach this?  How do I teach this?  What exactly do 

I teach?  But, wait!  I am a scholar and I do not take the easy route.  Here begins my renewed quest for 

the love of wisdom. 

 

These past months have been some of the most rewarding of my life as philosophy and the pursuit of 

truth and virtue have launched themselves to the forefront of my studies and instruction.  St. Irenaeus 

tells us, “The glory of God is a person fully alive.”  Philosophy has enlivened my life as I encounter my 

students discussing the mystery of our God and the beauty and goodness he has outlined just for us.  

Long suffering gives way to higher truth – we do not realize what we love until we wrestle with ideas 

and bring others into our journey.  

(continued on next page)  
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My students invigorate this personal journey in the context of my new community.  I credit their energy 

with leading me to see how philosophy underlies my two great passions: mathematics and theology.  

The very act of my teaching allows me to embody this “glory of God.” 

 

My own Catholic education, however, never ends, for I am still a student along with my own students, 

still enduring exterior suffering to gain access to the interior heart of God.  We learn, grow and develop 

in God’s grace through our challenges, relying always on the strengths and talents he has given us to 

discern our life’s path. 

New Faces at the Deanery Youth Ministry Office 
By Carlos Perez 

There are two new faces at the Deanery Youth Ministry Office these days: Marlene Stammerman and 

Jeff Jenkins. Marlene is the current Director of the Deanery Youth Ministry Office and is a member of 

Sacred Heart Parish in Jeffersonville. She began her ministry as a volunteer at St. Mary's in New Al-

bany 21 years ago and has played many parts in the deanery since then, including her service as Dioce-

san Director for the Archdiocese. Before coming to the New Albany Youth Ministry office in June of 

2008, she was involved in parish ministry at St. Jude in Indianapolis for 5 years. Her current duties as 

director include overseeing all ministry and staff, training, formation, as well as parish consultations. 

Marlene is also involved with the Annual Works of Angel fundraiser. Marlene went to college at 

Georgetown (KY) and received her Pastoral Masters at Loyola.  

 

I’d also like to introduce Jeff Jenkins to our Parish. Jeff is the Associate Director of the Deanery 

Youth Ministry Commission. He became active in this ministry in April of 2009 and enjoys his many 

duties, which include coordinating high school retreats. He is also involved with college and young 

adult ministries. Jeff was the Director of Ministry at the Newman Center at Southern Illinois Univer-

sity. He received his undergraduate at Murray State and has two Masters, one of which is in Catholic 

Life and Thought from St. Meinrad.  

Welcome Marlene and Jeff!! 

Found in Catholic Education: Love of Wisdom, Love of Teaching, cont. 
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It has long been a tradition on Mother’s Day at OLPH, to sell roses to benefit and help support Right to 

Life of Southern Indiana.  In 2008, a new tradition was begun along with the rose sale.  Baby bottles, 

from Choices for Women Pregnancy Resource Center of New Albany, are passed out to families to take 

home and bring back filled with money on Father’s Day.  Small sacrificial offerings by your family can 

affirm your commitment to life and provide life-giving sustenance to families in need, as those monies 

are equally shared between Choices for Women and the Archdiocesan Pro-Life Ministries to assist 

needy children with formula, diapers, and clothing.  During the last two baby bottle campaigns, approxi-

mately $2400 was collected and distributed.  The OLPH Pro-Life committee is very grateful to everyone 

who has participated in these fundraisers to promote life and would encourage all families to show your 

support for life. 

 

So, this year on Mother’s Day, surprise your mother with roses!  Plan on purchasing a single rose for 

$2.00, six roses for $10.00, or a dozen roses for $20.00 and pick up a baby bottle.  Let’s keep the tradi-

tion going! 

OLPH Pro-Life Baby Bottle Campaign and Rose Sale 
By Sandy Bierly 


