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Perpetual Motion 
Our Lady of Perpetual 

Help Parish exists to 

nurture a faith-filled 

Catholic community, 

which inspires and 

empowers all people 

to follow Jesus Christ. 

We will continue to 

òKeep our eyes fixed 

on Jesusó Hebrews 12:2 

by living the Gospel, 

celebrating meaningful 

worship, and calling 

one another to prayer, 

Christian service, and 

fellowship. 
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When asked to write this article on our 

familyôs experience of Bishop Paul 

Etienneôs Ordination it is amazing that 

there is still the feeling of speechlessness.  

Upon our return from Wyoming, when we 

were asked for details of the trip, it was 

simply hard to put into words.  We were 

very blessed to be a part of such a great 

witness of Catholic faith.  To see the love 

that the Etienne family shares in nurturing 

the growth and development of their chil-

dren and grandchildren, but most of all the 

love of their faith in God and all that that 

encompasses was inspiring.  We were hon-

ored to be a part of such an amazing cele-

bration for the Catholic Church.  Bishop 

Paul was an integral part of our familyôs 

spiritual growth in the early years of our 

marriage.  We left Mass countless times 

with that same speechlessness in awe of the 

message that was given during his homily.  

We often shared with each other that it was 

as if Jesus himself were speaking.  For us 

to be present in this new chapter of Bishop 

Paulôs spiritual journey was quite hum-

bling.   

 

Our sons, Zack and Aaron, were altar serv-

ers during the Ordination Mass.  Bishop 

Paul made a great impact on them in their 

school years here at OLPH.  One of their 

favorite sayings was that they were 

ñhumbly proudò to be able to serve in 

Wyoming!  They were excited to be a part 

of and see the behind the scenes activities 

leading up to the Ordination.  Their interac-

tion with the seminarians, priests, bishops 

Bishop Paul Etienneõs Ordination  
By Gerri Flanagan 

and Cardinal Mahoney is something that 

will stay with them forever.  They realize 

that this truly was a once in a lifetime ex-

perience and a beautiful story that they 

will be able to share with others for years 

to come.  

 

Our family will cherish the memories of 

the Ordination throughout our life.  As 

much as we selfishly wish Bishop Paul 

were closer to Southern Indiana, there is 

no doubt that Godôs plan is always per-

fect.  The people of Wyoming will 

quickly realize the blessing that God has 

given them.  Our prayer for them is that 

their hearts are open to hear and embrace 

the love, devotion and wisdom Bishop 

Paul will provide for them as their new 

Shepherd.  
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The people of Wyoming certainly knew where their new bishop came from. Dozens of family 

members, friends, and former parishioners from Indiana gathered along with the faithful of 

Wyoming in the Cheyenne Civic Center on December 9, 2009, for the ordination and installa-

tion of Bishop Paul Etienne. The delegation from Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish was 

forty-seven people strong; about forty-five priests from the Archdiocese of Indianapolis con-

celebrated the ordination liturgy. Add to that the large number of members of the Etienne 

family, people the new bishop had met in his many assignments, seminary classmates, and old 

friends ï the large majority of whom came from Bishop Paulôs home state ï and there was no 

doubt that the Catholic Church in Indiana was proud of their native son and wished him bless-

ings as he began his ministry as a bishop. 

 

Each of us at the ordination in Cheyenne had our own story of knowing the new bishop. I 

have known the Etienne family for most of my life. The first Etienne I met was Sister 

Nicolette, OSB, who is a member of the same Benedictine monastery that my great aunt was a 

member of. I first met Fr. Paul when he served as Director of Vocations for the Archdiocese 

of Indianapolis and I was beginning to explore Godôs call to the priesthood. Fr. Zach was or-

dained a priest the same year as me, but for the Evansville Diocese ï and I served as the dea-

con at his diaconate ordination Mass. And then, of course, I followed Fr. Paul as pastor of this 

parish. All the many stories that were heard at the events surrounding the ordination gave a 

picture not just of the man being ordained a bishop, but also the many people whose lives are 

touched through the church and her ministers. 

 

One of the great joys of being a part of Bishop Paulôs ordination celebrations was being able 

to share the experience with members of our parish, fellow priests, the Etienne family, and the 

people of Cheyenne. Many of the people we met from Cheyenne were pleasantly surprised 

that so many people made the long journey from Indiana to Wyoming for the ordination. But 

even beyond those of us who were in Cheyenne for the ordination, we knew that the people of 

OLPH who were in Indiana were with us in spirit and in prayer. We brought the love and sup-

port of our parish community to Bishop Paul and the people of his new diocese, and I know 

that he felt that support in a very tangible way. 

 

In the pages of this edition of Perpetual Motion, we offer pictures and reflections from Bishop 

Paulôs ordination. It is not often that someone you know is named a bishop ï when it does 

happen, there is great reason to celebrate. As members of the parish he served longer than 

anywhere else in his years as a priest, we rejoice with Bishop Paul in his ordination and instal-

lation as Bishop of Cheyenne, and we continue to offer our prayers and support for his minis-

try as a successor to the Apostles. 

A Bit of Indiana in Wyoming  
By Fr. Eric M. Augenstein  
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Thanksgiving MassñIn honor of Bishop-Elect Paul D. Etienne   
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Reception at OLPHñIn honor of Bishop -Elect Paul D. Etienne   
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Ordination Wyoming ñBishop Paul D. Etienne   


