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A Bit of Indiana in Wyoming
By Fr. Eric M. Augenstein

The people of Wyoming certainly knew where their new bishop came from. Dozens of family
members, friends, and former parishioners from Indiana gathered along with the faithful of
Wyoming in the Cheyenne Civic Center on December 9, 2009, for the ordination and installa-

tion of Bishop Paul Etienne. The delegation from Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish was
forty-seven people strong; about foftye priests from the Archdiocese of Indianapolis con-
celebrated the ordination liturgy. Add to that the large number of members of the Etienne
family, people the new bishop had met in his many assignments, seminary classmates, and old
friendsit he | arge majority of whomiawtherewasmm Bi st
doubt that the Catholic Church in Indiana was proud of their native son and wished him bless-

ings as he began his ministry as a bishop.

Each of us at the ordination in Cheyenne had our own story of knowing the new bishop. |

have known the Etienne family for most of my life. The first Etienne | met was Sister
Nicolette, OSB, who is a member of the same Benedictine monastery that my great aunt was a
member of. | first met Fr. Paul when he served as Director of Vocations for the Archdiocese

of l ndi anapolis and | was beginning to expl ol
dained a priest the same year as me, but for the Evansville Dioeeskl served as the dea-

con at his diaconate ordination Mass. And then, of course, | followed Fr. Paul as pastor of this
parish. All the many stories that were heard at the events surrounding the ordination gave a
picture not just of the man being ordained a bishop, but also the many people whose lives are
touched through the church and her ministers.

One of the great joys of being a part of Bi s
to share the experience with members of our parish, fellow priests, the Etienne family, and the
people of Cheyenne. Many of the people we met from Cheyenne were pleasantly surprised

that so many people made the long journey from Indiana to Wyoming for the ordination. But

even beyond those of us who were in Cheyenne for the ordination, we knew that the people of
OLPH who were in Indiana were with us in spirit and in prayer. We brought the love and sup-

port of our parish community to Bishop Paul and the people of his new diocese, and | know

that he felt that support in a very tangible way.

In the pages of this edition Berpetual Motionwe offer pictures and reflections from Bishop
Paul 6s ordination. It i's not of  when itdoest s o me
happen, there is great reason to celebrate. As members of the parish he served longer than
anywhere else in his years as a priest, we rejoice with Bishop Paul in his ordination and instal-

lation as Bishop of Cheyenne, and we continue to offer our prayers and support for his minis-

try as a successor to the Apostles.
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