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Thoughtful
Moments

Good questions
Before vou ask vour child a

question, think about
why wou are asking.
Are vou locking for
information or does a
staternent work better?
“Why don't vou ever
remember to feed the
dog?” serves no constructive /e
purpose. Instead, think about
saying, “You haven't fed the dog
and he looks pretty hungry.”

A statement of the problem gives
vour child the chance to come up
with his own solution.

Judge not

Help children to remember that
criticizing others is a serious
business. “Stop judging and you will
not be judged. Stop condemning and
you will not be condemned. Forgive
and you will be forgiven” (Luke 6:37).
Better to worry about our own
behavior and let others do the
same.

Happy New Year

The first Sunday o
of Advent
[November 29) is
also the first day
of our new
liturgical vear.
We begin Sunday
Cycle C this vear.
Advent is the first
season of the
Church vear.

e
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Making Sunday special

Attending Mass is the most important

thing families do each week, but even
the most committed sometimes fall
into a Sunday slump.
So think outside of the
box and consider
changing it up a litle
to make Sunday truly

special.

Attend Mass
somewhere 5‘1% i Q’ y
else. \ r
Sometimes 7
being in a ; :
different "h““ ; "lll
environment g

can make it
more interesting for children. See
what statues, relics or architecture may
be ditferent from that in vour church.
A different church also shows that the
Catholic faith is universal. There are
people in little towns and big cities all
over the world who come together at
Mass to praise God.

Why Do
Catholics
Do That @

Canon Law is the
official body of laws for
the Catholic Church that
govern faith, morals, and
discipline. These laws
assist the Church in
carrying out her mission .
to the world and direct the
various relationships
between persons, offices, ‘ 'g_"
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Turn it inte a family day. Take it a
step farther and plan a day trip. There
are churches that have mosaics, relics,
and amazing art. Why not do a little
research and find a church that
would interest vour family.
Start the day off with mass
and then find other
activities in the town to do.
Attend mass in
another language.
For example, some
churches have hMasses
in Latin, others have
Spanish Masses, and
s0 on. Show your
children there are no
— ¥ cultural barriers
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when it comes to the Catholic Church.
Malke it a date. Invite another family
to join yvou and enjoy breakfast
afterward.
Go on a Saturday night. If Sundays
are busy davs, Saturday evening is a
great alternative.

What is Canon Law?

and groups within the Church.
Only a pope or an
ecumenical council has the
authority to create canon
law or interpret it for the
universal Church. The legal
svstem of the Catholic
Church is the oldest such
system continually
operating in the world.
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