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Partners in
/—\

Helping our children grow in their Catholic faith.

December 2000

Thoughtful)
Moments

Our Lady of Guadalupe

In 1531, Jesus” mother

appeared to 5t. Juan
Diego in Mexico with /]
instructions to tell the
bishop to build a
cathedral in her honor.
She had him fill his
tilma (cape) with roses as
a gift. When Juan spilled the roses
from his tilma before the bishop, a
beautiful portrait of Our Lady
remained. On December 12th,
place roses in your home to honor
the Mother of all people.

“1 love you”

For every negative comment you
make to your child, try to add a
positive one. While discipline and
correction are important, so is
lowe. If children doubt vour love
for them, the discipline won't
work.

Your authority

No one has the right to instruct
or advise vour child unless vou
agree. If teachers or doctors
counsel vour child without your
permission,
they won't
be held
accountable
if vour child
gets hurt or
in trouble.
God gave
that job to
VoL,

o
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The twinkle of the lights, the glitter

Help Christmas sparkle with love

Through the eves of a child,
Christmas is truly a magical time.

of the tree, the tunes of favorite
carols. In fact, what we
remember most about Christmases ,
past has nothing
to do with gifts.
It's all about the
sparkle of love.

“One of my
tavorite
Christmas
traditions was
cutting down
the tree,”
remembers Jacob.
"We got dressed up
in our boots, made a
thermos of hot chocolate and went
marching through the woods together
locking for the perfect tree.”

For Susan, it was all about the music.
“Ewery year my parents hosted a
neighborhood caroling party. All the

T,

families together made it seem like one
big family. I still do the same thing with
my own family. Christmas
doesn't start for us until we
sing together.”

“We were always the last
family on the block to take
our tree down,” remembers

Sarah. “Whenever anyone
would ask why, Mom
would tell them the
Magi still needed to

make it to the
manger.”

“Tloved our
annual nativity
———— pilgrimage,” said

ﬁ' David. “Dad took

us to other churches to see
their manger scenes.”

Luz said she has kept her mother's
tradition of leaving something out all
vear. "It helps us to remember our
wonderful Christmas and look forward
to Christ's coming all over again.”

Why Do
Catholics

Do That @

The word “carol” means O
song of joy. 8t. Francis of ©
Assisi first introduced the O
joyous spirit of caroling ¢
to Europe in the 13th
century. He created
nativity playvs in which
actors sang the story of
Christ's birth in the
language of the audience.

Why do we sing
carols at Christmas?

St. Francis encouraged the
listeners to join in.
9] In time, the carols traveled
from Italy to the rest of
() Furope and then to the
United States. Today's
custom has carolers go
from house to house
singing Christmas songs of
jov.







